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Le représentant du Gouvernement provisoire de la République

est arrivé dans le Var

M. Ruymond Anbrac, Commissaire régional de
In Répubhque of Délégnd du Gonvernement provi-
soife de I République Franenise poue Padminis-
trilicn des teritoires libéres de Midi Qe la France,
eslarrive @ Saint=-Tropez of 9 fmmeédialemen pris
contael avee les salorités wdministrativis du De-
paricment du Var,

Il a wdresst & M. Vidal, Ingéwienr en chef des
Ponts. o1 Chaussées, Préfel proviseire idn Dipar-
tesnent, In letbee saivante:

edessuis hewbenx de siluer, an nom du Gouver-
nement de la République Froncaise, les homimes
el les responsables de by Resistonee de Dirnguigan
aqui ont pris la ples grande part & la Bbérntion
de leut cilé,

Jevos Femereie daven dceephe Tes lonrdes res-

ponsabililés de Fintéelm des: fonctions prefecin-
rules; ol Pespere que, dons quelques jours, nprés
I lebidrntion: de Toplon, nons Pourrons melire i
point rapidement ¢l & la satisfaction de tous les
patrictes, FAdministration dia Dépatiement.

Avpnt e pouvoir moi-méme venir vous serrer
o main, je suis refenn par la préparalion  des
uesures i prendre pour asstirer Ta vie des grandes
cilés dont nons atlendons Ta libération.

Bione ¢ AUBRALC, »

Fard dansIa soivée, M. Aubree et areivé & Do
guignun on il s'es| enlretenn avee M. le Prifol
praviseire et différentes persannalites administe-
tives of Risislantes avanl de regagner Sainl- e
e,

L'Enseignement

Parmi les giandy sicpis de Ja Nation, "Eniversité fean-
caise . partivalierement sonlert de Foppressing et de
Farbitraire, depuis 10 of Piostallabion me de Grenelle
du “ministre Abel Bonnard Ee
Babae muis disiveus de jostice, abtend que celle-el el iy
lea coupnbles of peeotingisse le dévivenient ef e BT i HLE
des meillenrs de s mombres.

COPpR CPNKEMAnl, GEns

danger et révooalions; dik sanelions: diy
déplacements, Vesprit di orps enseimiunl demenes foo-
Jours fddele o Fidéal @ lberté dont 0 8t souerl Mal-
e descalomnies doe 1940, on patriotisme Terveisl vivail
au ey de dous, patriotistne gui, durant guatre ans, o
suivanl les condifions off charan se froovait pluce, so
traduisit en actions hérolques: ou en iravail piitient o
il

Malgri I

et

la Reésistance

Mg preasons- veus Professiuck o Tstsd etidours Var,
membres dos F.F.L Chefs de terdupe, Officiers de réserye
de I'Armeée-secréte, Nous n'oublierans pas-le rémissemint
de - wnE- femes, vk pevalles v I'upprﬂg,uhr. vilie
disie daction, - Vos-faits d'armes seroml renidins pubtics
¢l vos eléves pourront simstruice sox pages i Jrvee
@O quaurant erll IEars malires BloFituy.

Moms Salions awssl |es instiinrices fui - accomplirent
de nombrenses el dungerenses missions, sansy defaillsy e
el wvoe beur wrdenl @ sécret Courhge.

Nous savans: conmen] lix Dusatibiiteurs Adesignés: pour
Pallémagne eurent toute Tavilite o dehapper e dipar |
el recarend des servides ompélents une wide pecaniie
el mdminialealive préciense

Un siecord  tocife, une

comniaaolé réconforlinie  de



IN PROVENCE

. Cryptics, these messages nevertheless | 5
announced the landing in Provence. Code name : Operation Dragoon. 7  KEYFIGURES:

The kick-off of this naval and air operation was launched by American,
British, Canadian and French troops.

The objective of the assault ? To catch the enemy in a pincer movement
and force him to retreat. After Normandy, the Provence landing was the
second jaw of the allied vice.

n August, 15th 1944, the allied forces, preceded by the French

saboteurs of Colonel Bouvet's African commandos, helped by the
action of the Resistance fighters from the Var region, were deployed on
the territory. +
The landing zones of the gliders and the airborne troops were —"
concentrated at La Motte and Le Muy to surprise the enemy and
prevent the deployment of German reinforcements from the east.

Almost 8o years later, the Var remembers and prepares the
commemorations of the Provence Landing. Rediscover its history !
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I_@ HISTORICAL REMINDER

peration Dragoon kick off was launched

70 days after the Normandy landing.
The operation involved a naval and an air
assault. If the German troops expected the
landing to be imminent, they were unaware of
the date and were surprised on the night of
August, 14th 1944,

That night, the French group of commandos,
also known as the « Romeo » force, led by
Lieutenant-Colonel Bouvet, arrived on
both sides of Cap Negre in Lavandou. The
objective, after having climbed cliffs of more
than a hundred metres high : to destroy the
German batteries !

For their part, the American and Canadian
commandos of Colonel Walker’s « Sitka »
force approached the island of Levant
and the island of Port-Cros (off the coast of
Hyeres) with the help of rubber dinghies. Their
mission was to destroy forts and cannons
that threatened the landing.

Provence was liberated
in less than two weeks

whereas the estimated
duration of the operation was
two months. In total, from the
landing on the Provencal coast B =
to the reassembly of the troops &=

in the interior of the country,
Operation Anvil-Dragoon
mobilised 900,000 men and
lasted over three months.

On the island of Levant, the battery they were
trying to destroy, installed near the Titan
lighthouse, was ultimately a dummy:.

Further east, the « Rosie » force, the French
naval assault group led by Captain Seriot,
landed on the beaches of Antheor and Trayas
in Saint-Raphaél to the Pointe de I'Esquillon
but an undetected minefield was set up by
the enemy, Kkilling a dozen soldiers. This was
one of the major failures of Operation
Dragoon.

l:ar from the coast, the parachuting of the
7,300 men of the 1st Anglo-American
Airborne Division of General Frederick
was concentrated between La Motte and Le
Muy, thus preventing the influx of enemy
reinforcements from the west.

At 8 am, the « Kodak » force surged onto
the beaches between Cavalaire and Saint-
Raphaél. This force was divided into three
assault groups : the « Camel », « Delta » and
« Alpha » forces.




BEACHES

Today popular with bathers,
yesterday a high place of
landing...

I:AINTE -MAXIME

The Nartelle beach in Sainte-
Maxime was the landing
point of the 45th American
infantry division (D.l) : the
Delta force.

Rayol-Canadel-sur-Mer

Sainte-Maxime

|CAVALA|RE'SUR'MER The group of the 1st French
division, commanded by
RAYOL-CANADEL- General Sudre, landed the
i SUR-MER following night.
The group of  African
commandos  arrived on

the Canadel beach on the
night of August, 14th to 15th.

Their mission ? Destroy the 20,000 Texas Gls of the

|

batteries that threatened
the beaches on which the
Allied troops were planning to
land.

On the beach of Cavalaire, the
troops of the 3rd American
infantry division (D.l) arrived.
Hitler, in front of the allied
breakthrough, will say : «This is

36th division landed on the
Dramont beach, near Saint-
Raphaél.

The wreck of the allied ship, the
remains of the artillery battery
and the commemorative
plaque testify to those decisive
days that marked the end of
the conflict

§ Saint- ER“au;haél

In the southern part of Pampelonne beach,
the vines and reed hedges were destroyed to
build an airstrip in order to install a link with
Corsica and North Africa.

It had taken many years to reconstitute
the vineyards, clear the beaches of mines and
rehabilitate the roads.

The American 3rd infantry division set foot, on
the morning of 15th August, on this vast beach
which was to become a major landing site.

Nearby, the airfield of Ramatuelle was built
with a bulldozer in a vineyard in only 48 hours.
It allowed the first allied planes to take off.

the darkest day of my life ».

r

In the early hours of August, 15th 1944, the
Allied troops arrived on the beach of of L a
Croix Valmer, today known as the « landing
beach ».

Strategically placed, the beach has been used
as a landing place for the troops who headed
later for the cities of Toulon and Marseille.
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A
Lt SITES AND MEMORY PLACES

> THE AMERICAN CEMETERY OF DRAGUIGNAN

Managed by the American Battle Monuments Commission, the
cemetery of Draguignan, also known as the « Rhéne American
Cemetery », is a reminder of the importance of airborne operations.
It contains the graves of 861 American soldiers, 62 of whom are
unknown.

> THE MONT FARON MEMORIAL IN TOULON

On the Mont Faron, the memorial of the landing and the Liberation
in Provence overlooks Toulon and its harbour. This high place of
national memory is accessible by aerial cable car and offers an
exceptional view.

> THE NATIONAL NECROPOLIS OF BOULOURIS

The national necropolis of Boulouris, in Saint-Raphaél, groups
the graves of 464 combatants of all origins and confessions,
killed during this landing. They belonged to the 1st French army
commanded by General Jean de Lattre de Tassigny.

> THE MITAN PLATEAU AT LA MOTTE

The Mitan Memorial at La Motte commemorates the parachuting
of American and British troops on August, 15th 1944 at 230 am,
making La Motte the first liberated village in Provence.

350 combat gliders carrying men and equipment were towed by
C47 Dakota aircraft launched from bases in Italy.

> THE NATIONAL NECROPOLIS OF RAYOL-CANADEL-SUR-MER

Covering an area of 220 sqm, this cemetery is the smallest of the
French national cemeteries and contains the graves of 13 French
soldiers who died alongside their leader while climbing the cliffs of
Cap Negre.

> ALSO TO BE DISCOVERED. ...

® National Navy Museum
4 Toulon

® Memory trail of the Provence Landing
& La-Londe-les-Maures

® Navy Troops Museum  <g=  Reopening on September,
fter a major

& Fréjus
renovation

® Artillery Museum

&, Draguignan



THEY PLAYED AN

The plains and the large path made of
plane trees, easily visible from the air, were
chosen to allow American paratroopers and
gliders to set foot on French soil.

For four days,

. the cellar concealed
a radio centre.

A commemoration at the chateau is held
every year on August, 15th and 16th in
honour of the soldiers and their families.

On August, 15th 1944, the cloister
of the Chateau Sainte-Roseline was

. Today, a marble
commemorative plaque on the wall bears
witness to this.

SCAN ME!

Find all the videos on the
landing

ISITVAR
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LI'HE PROVENCE LANDING AS [F YOU WERE THERE

Soon, go back in time thanks to
« La Route du Débarquement
de Provence » new app ! Dive into
the heart of the Provence Landing
thanks to archive images that are
superimposed on reality.

La route du
déba rquement

@ Phsverce

A 360° vision in «hybrid reality », to
know everything about those who
liberated the Var.

VARTOURISME

info@vartourisme.org | www.visitvar.fr/en/provence-landing
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